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G A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U B

Welcome to Eamonn Deacy Park for tonight’s encounter with Leinster Senior League’s
Tolka Rovers in the second round of the FAI Cup.

Tonight’s match programme, as you may have already guessed, is a digital-only
version due to the constraints and costs associated with printing physical copies, given
the relatively low attendance expected tonight. 

Match programmes, for the most part, are becoming a thing of the past, but we, the
Maroon View team, remain committed to creating and producing a physical programme
for as long as we can, and as long as it remains a viable option. Costs are always a
factor here, and that is the reality. 

The FAI Cup could well be a welcome distraction from Galway United’s recent league
form. It doesn’t need repeating here, but since the break, we are no longer looking
comfortable competing against the Premier Division sides like we did earlier this
season. There are many factors, of course, but United getting a win here tonight would
help steady the ship. 

Two years ago, dreams of travelling to the Aviva Stadium on a cold November day
were halted in the semi-final of the FAI Cup. A 0-1 defeat to Bohemians in one of the
great occasions in Eamonn Deacy Park, as frustrating as it was, gave the team and
club huge confidence in what we could achieve in the top division. 

Last year’s run ended with the league champions, Shelbourne, defeating us in a penalty
shootout in a pulsating game.

Tolka Rovers come here tonight in what can only be described as their post-season.
The LSL ended in early June with St. Mochtas the eventual and dramatic last-day
league champions on goal difference. Tolka finished in mid-table.

The recent announcement of the application for a multipurpose sport training facility in
Mountain South, Athenry, in conjunction with Connacht Hockey, is very welcome
indeed.  

It’s been a long time coming, and for Galway United to have its very own training
facilities is something all fans would love to see. As this is an online programme, if you
want to read the full statement, please click here.

As always, COME ON UNITED!

UNITED WE STANDUNITED WE STANDUNITED WE STAND   
WITH PARAIC COLLINS
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An entertaining game in Richmond Park last week despite the 2-1 defeat. The team
threw everything at St. Patrick’s Athletic towards the end of a pulsating second half. Tell
us about it.

Yeah, it was a really good game. We know how difficult St. Patrick's Athletic are and
always going to be. They're in top form at the minute. I think that's seven or eight in a
row now. So they've been a difficult team for everybody of late with some of their
players hitting red-hot form. 

We were probably the last team to take points off them, I believe, before that. So we
were positive going up. Unfortunately, through a lack of concentration, they scored in
the first half and took the lead going into halftime. A top team like Pat’s are very clinical
and they have big-name players who have played at a very high level. 

The lads started the second half brightly. Ed McCarthy got probably a goal of the
season, which is fantastic for him. We were on the front foot but unfortunately, again,
we conceded a sloppy goal, which isn't like us, but you get punished at this level. 

We still have a lot of young lads. This is their first season in the Premier Division, so it's
getting to grips with that level and gaining the experience needed to drive on, especially
at the business end of the season, when there's a lot of pressure in games. 

Still plenty to play for tonight and it's the Connacht derby, how have the lads prepared
this week?

Tonight is going to be difficult again. Sligo Rovers have had a wonderful season this
year and - against all the odds as well - but they've been really difficult opponents for
us. We drew 0-0 at home back in May and they beat us 0-2 away so we'll definitely
look to get one over on them. The lads want to finish as high as possible in the table
so we've worked hard in training this week to find their strengths and weaknesses. 

Hopefully, there'll be a massive crowd out again like there has been for all our home
games. The away support has been brilliant this year so we can only thank them
and hopefully, we can give them something to shout about come the end of the
game because they fully deserved that and we've really enjoyed playing. 

“AFTERWARDS, I“AFTERWARDS, I“AFTERWARDS, I
RECALL BEING INRECALL BEING INRECALL BEING IN

THE TOLKA ROVERSTHE TOLKA ROVERSTHE TOLKA ROVERS
CLUBHOUSE ANDCLUBHOUSE ANDCLUBHOUSE AND
HOW WELL THEYHOW WELL THEYHOW WELL THEY

TREATED US.TREATED US.TREATED US.
THEY'RE ATHEY'RE ATHEY'RE A

FANTASTIC CLUB INFANTASTIC CLUB INFANTASTIC CLUB IN
AMATEURAMATEURAMATEUR

FOOTBALL.”FOOTBALL.”FOOTBALL.”
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We extend a warm welcome to everybody associated with Tolka Rovers for this
evening's FAI Cup game at Eamonn Deacy Park.

It is another important fixture for Galway United Football Club. Tolka Rovers have a
proud history in Dublin and I'm fully aware of what they've achieved throughout the
years.

In my Intermediate Cup days, I was in charge of Avondale from Cork. We played
Tolka Rovers in an Intermediate Cup Quarter-Final.

Thankfully, after a replay we won 1-0. I remember playing at Frank Cooke Park,
which was one of the best pitches in Ireland. Afterwards, I recall being in the Tolka
Rovers clubhouse and how well they treated us. They're a fantastic club in amateur
football.

It is a pleasure for us to welcome them here; they've always been a strong force in
the Leinster Senior League.

Enjoy the game!
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FROM THE DUGOUTFROM THE DUGOUTFROM THE DUGOUT
WITH JOHN CAULFIELD
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11 July 2025; Galway United assistant manager Ollie Horgan during the SSE
Airtricity Men's Premier Division match between Bohemians and Galway
United at Dalymount Park in Dublin. Photo by Thomas Flinkow/Sportsfile
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Tolka Rovers F.C. is an amateur Irish football club based in Glasnevin, Dublin and
plays in the Leinster Senior League. Their home ground is called Frank Cooke Park,
and the team wear red shirts with white sleeves. The club's junior teams play at
Johnstown Park.

Tolka Rovers AFC was founded in 1922. It is over 100 years old and is one of the oldest
junior football clubs in Dublin.

The clubhouse is located on Griffith Avenue in Glasnevin and is named Frank Cooke
Park. The complex was officially opened on July 18, 1982 and remains one of the most
well-established football complexes for Junior Football in the area. 

The club has competed regularly since then in the Leinster Senior League and, pending
their performance in this league, enters the FAI Cup at the early stages. The team has
put in many battling performances throughout the years, and claimed a famous 2–2
draw in the FAI Cup Second Round against League of Ireland Premier Division team
Waterford United on June 15, 2007.

The player profile we have chosen for this match is Jake Hyland, the captain of our
team. Unfortunately, Jake has had surgery and is unable to play this match which we all
know he is gutted about. Thanks to Club Secretary Dermot O’Connor for help getting
this information.

G A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U BG A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U B

TOLKA ROVERSTOLKA ROVERSTOLKA ROVERS
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Age: 29
Position: Central Midfielder
Time with Tolka: Six Years
Teams he supports: Liverpool
Favourite Player: Steven Gerrard
Most Annoying Teammate: Tyrick Reilly

Jake Hyland



Axel Piesold of Galway United in action against Darragh Markey of Drogheda
United during the SSE Airtricity Men's Premier Division match between
Drogheda United and Galway United at Sullivan & Lambe Park in Drogheda,
Louth. Photo by Tyler Miller/Sportsfile
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Fearann Gaillimh Aontaithe fíorchaoin fáilte roimh Tolka Rovers anseo chuig
Páirc Eamonn Deacy don babtha seo sa Chorn. Cé go bhfuil sé deacair ag aon
fhoireann idirmheánach an ceann is fearr a fháil ar fhoireann Príomh Roinne mar
sin féin tuigeann muid uilig gur féidir le rud ar bith tarlú. Tiocfaidh Tolka le haisling
agus an ceart sin acu.

Nuair a labhrann muid ar an gCorn is ar an 12ú Bealtaine 1991 a chuimhníonn
muid uilig anseo. Fanann laochra an lae sin inár nintinn ach tá sé thar am go
scríobhfaí caibidil órga eile sa gcomórtas. Rud amháin é seo a rá agus rud eile é
a dhéanamh.

Níos luaithe i mbliana bhí mé go láidir den tuairim go bhféadfadh muid feachtas rí
láidir a chur isteach sa gcomórtas. Le Moses Dyer bailithe, Cian Byrne ar ais le
Bohs agus Pat Hickey gortaithe tá doimhneacht an phainéil faoi bhrú. Beidh le
feiceáil an bhfuil ábhar dóchais sa ghné seo tráthnóna.

Tá a rithim féin ag an gcomórtas agus le na foirne ollmhóra ag láidriú leo i gcónaí
ní ceart go mbeadh muid ag breathnú i bhfad chun cinn. Bainfidh muid sásamh
as coimhlint an tráthnóna seo agus fáiltimis roimh an bhfreasúra as Glasnaoin.

I mBaile Átha Cliath an tseachtain seo caite chas ár laochra le Bohemians ag
cuartú toradh dearfach. Bhí rudaí maith go leor dúinn go dtí gur ardaigh Bohs an
teas tuilleadh sa darna leath. Ba deas Aaron Bolger, Axel Piesbold, Junior Thiam
agus Malcom Shaw ag tabhairt cuntas dó na dílseoirí a lean United go Baile Átha
Cliath. Caithfear a bheith ionraic agus a admháil go bhfuil gortaithe ag cur as go
leor dúinn.

The notion of how supporters become attracted to clubs remains one of the great
imponderables. At this stage of life, I place little importance on the cross-channel
loyalties of football followers. I do get impatient, however, when people choose to
talk incessantly about such clubs and have little interest or regard for League of
Ireland football on their doorstep.

They have that right certainty, but count me out of further conversation. It’s not
that there is an inverted LOI snobbery but the post-colonial hangover is a source
of disappointment. 

POBAL PEIL PAISEANPOBAL PEIL PAISEANPOBAL PEIL PAISEAN
WITH BERNIE O’CONNELL
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Those of us who lived without LOI football readily appreciated the difference it
makes to the fabric of Galway life.

Moreover, in recent years, we have been truly blessed by the honour and
commitment of those sporting the Galway United jersey. That comes from the
values and leadership of our esteemed management team and the enabling force
from the Comer brothers. As supporters, we live in hope that glory days beckon.

I was honoured lately to speak about the history of our club to a group of Korean
sports tourism students, a few days after our game with Shelbourne. 

Accompanied to Galway by the GAA Asia Officer, Dr Joe Trolan, the group had a
wonderful evening at the game and soaked up the atmosphere of the game.
Ultras of Block F could be well proud of the Korean celebrations after our
equaliser.

Speaking to the group about United on the following Monday in the Corrib Village,
I was bowled over by the respect and kindness of the group. Their courtesy and
humility were something to behold. Before the group took a photograph as we
were parting, all went to ensure their United jerseys and tops were in the picture. It
appears the club and the match made a great impression on the visitors. They
certainly more than impressed me.

The late Oliver Neary (RIP) was a regular down through the years here in
Terryland. He took particular pride in his son’s Ollie’s career in the United jersey
and indeed his grandson Aaron in recent times. Son Justin also coached United to
a national underage success in 1998. The Neary family have given the most
distinguished service to both United and Mervue United. The send-off and respect
for Oliver were palpable at his packed funeral. No more than the great man and
his family deserved. Ar Dheis Lámh Dé go Raibh Sé.

G A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U B 11G A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U BG A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U B
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2 0 2 5   P R E M A T C H
NEW TRAINING WEAR AVAILABLE

 IN THE CLUB SHOP



4 July 2025; Malcolm Shaw of Galway United in action against Aaron Harper-
Bailey of Drogheda United during the SSE Airtricity Men's Premier Division
match between Drogheda United and Galway United at Sullivan & Lambe
Park in Drogheda, Louth. Photo by Tyler Miller/Sportsfile
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THE TREATMENT TABLETHE TREATMENT TABLETHE TREATMENT TABLE
WITH GALWAY BAY PHYSIO - PROUD PHYSIO PARTNERS WITH GUFC FOR 2025

G A L W A Y    U N I T E D    F O O T B A L L    C L U B 21

www.galwaybayphysio.ieBook Online

Hip flexor strains are a familiar story in
soccer, usually popping up during high-
speed sprints, sharp turns, or an
overstretched kick.

Players often feel a sudden pinch or pull
at the front of the hip or upper thigh/groin
area, followed by tightness or discomfort
when lifting the knee, sprinting, or striking
the ball.

We know these strains range from mild to
more serious, so the first step is figuring
out how bad it is. The key thing is
assessing if it is the hip flexor or adductor
which is injured as they can present
similarly. Also if the tendon is involved this
will lengthen the healing time. 
Early on, we focus on reducing pain and
restoring movement - gentle mobility work,
soft tissue techniques, and low-load
activation exercises are usually the go-to.
Local treatments are key especially in the
early stages. Massage, Shockwave
Therapy and Dry Needling Therapy can
help greatly.

Once things settle, it’s all about rebuilding
strength and control through the full range
of motion. We’ll progress to resisted hip
flexor work, core stability drills, and
eventually running mechanics and kicking
drills. 

Rushing back too soon is a recipe for re-
injury, so we keep a close eye on how the
hip handles speed and power.

We also like to look at the bigger picture;
tight hip flexors can sometimes be the result
of imbalances or over-reliance on certain
movement patterns. 

Fix those, and players usually come back
stronger, more balanced, and less likely to
end up back on the treatment table.



4 July 2025; Jeannot Esua of Galway United before the SSE Airtricity Men's
Premier Division match between Drogheda United and Galway United at
Sullivan & Lambe Park in Drogheda, Louth. Photo by Tyler Miller/Sportsfile
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PLAYER SPONSORS

MEN’S U14MEN’S U14MEN’S U14
SQUAD LIST

MIDFIELDERS

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

FORWARDS

Duggan’s,
Renmore

HOTYOGA.IE
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PLAYER SPONSORS

MEN’S U15MEN’S U15MEN’S U15
SQUAD LIST

MIDFIELDERS

GOALKEEPERS

FORWARDS

DEFENDERS

KEVIN BURKE
TYRES

Gallco Hide &
Skin Ltd.

Galway

Metal Company
harneyenterprises.ie
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WOMEN’S U17WOMEN’S U17WOMEN’S U17   
SQUAD LIST

PLAYER SPONSORS

MIDFIELDERS

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

FORWARDS

ALAN MCGRATH 
MECHANICAL 

SERVICES

KILCONLY
DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION
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PLAYER SPONSORS

MEN’S U17MEN’S U17MEN’S U17
SQUAD LIST

MIDFIELDERS

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

FORWARDS

harneyenterprises.ie

Moher
Aviation Services
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WOMEN’S U19WOMEN’S U19WOMEN’S U19   
SQUAD LIST

Leader
Enterprises

MIDFIELDERS

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

FORWARDS

PLAYER SPONSORS
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MEN’S U20MEN’S U20MEN’S U20   
SQUAD LIST

PLAYER SPONSOR

MIDFIELDERS

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

FORWARDS
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CONNOLLYS
PUB

PROUD SPONSORS OF 

GALWAY UNITED
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Use code

YOUR RECOVERY & WELLNESS PARTNER

for 15% off on nuasan.com
·

GUTD15 

"Having played sports & used gels for 25 years,
this is without question the best muscle gel on
the market. I also use it on my knee joint & it's
like I have received a knee replacement! Buy,

you will never regret this purchase!" 

An Fuarán, Moycullen, Co. Galway www.nuasan.com ·  091 394 459

Paul, Dublin

500mg high
strength CBD 

Targeted
warming relief

Soothe muscles
& joints

Scan the QR for
more info!
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PROTEIN PARTNERS OF GALWAY UNITED F.C.

VISIT PERFORMNUTRITION.COM
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EDPWELCOMEWELCOMEWELCOME   TO

1. Brendan Clarke
3. Regan Donelon

4. Rob Slevin
5. Killian Brouder

6. Axel Piesold
7. Stephen Walsh

8. Greg Cunningham
10. David Hurley

11. Malcolm Shaw
15. Patrick Hickey

16. Evan Watts
17. Vincent Borden

18. Bobby Burns
20. Jimmy Keohane

21. Colm Horgan
22. Conor McCormack

24. Ed McCarthy
26. Garry Buckley
29. Cillian Tollett

31. Donnacha Sammon
33. Jeannot Esua
34. Aaron Bolger
35. Junior Thiam

Manager: John Caulfield

Noel Heffernan
Eric Cumberton 

John Barry
Kyle Hayden
Tyrick Reilly
Dylan Molloy
Philly Gannon

Dean Paget
Aaron Townley

Beaudouin Check
Jack O'Connor
James Woods
Byron Preston
Adam Doyle
Dean Kelly
Marcel Ibe

Sean Heaney
Jordan Mooney

Cian Mooney
Jake Hyland

Lasha Baramidze

Manager: Pierre Ennis


